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Why In News: On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti and heralding the Iconic Week of Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav of MoEFCC (4-10th October 2021), a web portal – ‘Wetlands of India Portal’ 
giving details on wetlands of the country.  

The portal is a dynamic system for processing information 
and making it available to the stakeholders in an efficient 
and accessible manner.  
 
The portal also hosts capacity building material, data 
repository, videos and information for students. 

The portal has been developed under a Technical Cooperation project “Wetlands Management 
for Biodiversity and Climate Protection” (Wetlands Project) of Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in partnership with Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH. 
 
The portal also enables citizen engagement. Currently citizens can register themselves and 
upload wetland related pictures across different themes. 



Ramsar Convention on Wetlands: It is an international treaty for “the conservation and 
sustainable use of wetlands”.It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands. It is named after 
the city of Ramsar in Iran.The Convention was signed on 2nd of February 1971. 
 
There are over 2,300 Ramsar Sites on the territories of 171 Ramsar Contracting Parties across 
the world. The countries with the most Sites are the United Kingdom with 175 and Mexico with 
142. Bolivia has the largest area under Ramsar protection. 
 
The Montreux Record: The Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on the List of 
Wetlands of International Importance where changes in ecological character have occurred, 
are occurring, or are likely to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or 
other human interference. 
 
At present, there are 2 Indian sites Loktak Lake, Manipur and Keoladeo National Park, 
Rajasthan on the Montreux Record. Chilika Lake, Odisha was the first Indian site to be placed 
on Montreux Record. 



Recently, the Ramsar Convention has designated 4 new wetlands in India, as wetlands of global 
importance. It is an international treaty for the conservation and wise use of wetlands. 
 
Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary, the largest wetland in Haryana is a human-made freshwater 
wetland. 
 
Sultanpur National Park from Haryana supports more than 220 species of resident, winter 
migratory and local migratory waterbirds at critical stages of their life cycles. 
 
Thol Lake Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat lies on the Central Asian Flyway and more than 320 bird 
species can be found here. 
 
Wadhwana Wetland from Gujarat is internationally important for its birdlife as it provides 
wintering ground to migratory waterbirds, including over 80 species that migrate on the Central 
Asian Flyway. With this, the number of Ramsar sites in India are 46. 
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Why In News: Union Road Transport and Highway Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated 
National Highway projects totaling a length of 527 km, worth Rs 4,075 crore at Ahmednagar 
district in Maharashtra.   

He said that ethanol production could save the country's 
fuel.  
 
"Our country produced 4.65 billion litres of ethanol last 
year and we need 16.5 billion litres of ethanol. 

Ethanol is a better and cheaper green fuel than petrol. All vehicles in the country should run on 
100% ethanol. 
 
We are importing crude oil and natural  gas worth Rs 12 lakh crores in our country. The 
Government of India has allowed ethanol pumps. He added that the country needs 240 lakh 
tonnes of sugar, while last year 310 lakh tonnes of sugar was produced.  



If ethanol is produced in the near future, imports will come down and farmers will earn Rs 5 
lakh crore out of Rs 12 lakh crore being spent for import of crude oil.  
 
The Central Government has given permission to produce ethanol not only from sugarcane but 
also from rice, maize and other grains. 
 
The central government has released an expert committee report on the Roadmap for Ethanol 
Blending in India by 2025. The Government of India has advanced the target for 20% ethanol 
blending in petrol (also called E20) to 2025 from 2030. 
 
Currently, 8.5% of ethanol is blended with petrol in India. The E20 program can save the 
country USD 4 billion (Rs 30,000 crore) per annum. 
 
Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana, 2019: The scheme aims to create an ecosystem for setting up 
commercial projects and boost Research and Development in the 2G Ethanol sector. 



Pls join us on Telegram & Register On- www.examison.com 



Why In News: “Kadhenu Deepawali” 2021 campaign has launched to manufacture and market 
more than 100 Crore Cow dung based Deepak lamps and Laxmi-Ganesh Idols.   

Kamdhenu Deepawali is to make Cows to be economically 
useful by proper economic use of Cow Dung and Cow Urine 
too along with its Milks, Curd, Ghee.  
 
More than 300 items are getting made now by Panchgavya 
from Cow. 

The Gomaya lamps made by Cow Entrepreneurs and Cow owners will save the environment by 
providing eco-friendly alternative to chemical based Chinese lights. 
 
Last year Crores of Cow dung Deepak, lamps were manufactured across India. Rashtriya 
Kamdhenu Aayog provided training along with many Volunteer organizations across India. 



Ministry is working on adding Cows in every Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) across India and 
making them as Demonstration unit as well as Training centre for Cow Entrepreneurship. 
 
Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog: Constituted in 2019, the Aayog is a high powered permanent apex 
advisory body with the mandate to help the Central Government to develop appropriate 
programmes for conservation, sustainable development and genetic upgradation of indigenous 
breeds of cows. 
 
It comes under the Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying. Rashtriya Kamdhenu 
Aayog will function as an integral part of Rashtriya Gokul Mission. 
 
Rashtriya Gokul Mission: Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) has been launched in December 2014 
with an outlay of Rs 2025 crore. 
 
Awards for encouraging farmers/breeder societies to rear Indigenous breeds of Bovines: 



(A). Gopal Ratna awards: For farmers maintaining the best herd of Indigenous Breed(s) and 
practicing best management practices. 
 
(B): Kamdhenu awards: For Best managed Indigenous Herd by Institutions/Trusts/ NGOs/ 
Gaushalas or best managed Breeders’ Societies. 
 
Each award will consist of a citation and an incentive of Rs 5,00,000/-, Rs.3,00,00/-and Rs 
1,00,000/- each respectively for 1st, 2nd and 3rd position for every region. 
 
Awards under the mission are being bestowed since 2017-18 and so far 22 Gopal Ratna and 21 
Kamdhenu awards have been distributed. 
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Why In News: Swachh Bharat Diwas celebrated across the nation on 2nd October, 2021 under 
“Swachh Bharat Misson Grameen” Phase 2 as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.  

During the Swachhta Hi Seva (SHS) 2021 fortnight, various 
activities were organized to promote community mobilization 
where over 60 lakh people participated and contributed in 
over 1.5 lakh Shramdaan activities. 
 
Overall more than 43,000 Gram Sabhas were held for passing 
SUP ban resolution. On SBD (2nd Oct, 2021), approx.  

6.4 lakh participated in over 2.4 lakh Shramdaan activities, also approx. 1125 Swachhata Jagriti 
Yatra held, around 11 Gram Sabhas passed SUP ban resolution and more than 350 wall 
paintings were reported. 
 
DDWS has been organising virtual discussions, or ‘samvads’ with Sarpanches, Collectors, Zilla 
Parishad officials, BDOs and other sanitation stakeholders since April 2020. 



Sthayitva evam Sujalam Abhiyan: Launched on 25th August 2021 for a period of 100 days, the 
Sthayitva evamS ujalam Abhiyan has focussed on liquid waste management by targeting 
construction of 1 million soak pits, retrofitting of toilets and ODF Sustainability.  
 
Under this campaign, construction of approx. 1658 community soak pits and 418 household 
soak pits were reported on SBD (Oct 2, 2021).   
 
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) [SBM (G)] Phase-II is making steady progress amidst Covid-
19 with 1249 villages declared ODF(Open Defecation Free) Plus. 
 
SBM (G) Phase-II was approved in February 2020 by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
 
Implementation: SBM (G) Phase-II will be implemented from 2020-21 to 2024-25 in a mission 
mode with a total outlay of Rs. 1,40,881 crores. The rural sanitation coverage in the country at 
the time of launch of SBM (G) on 2nd October, 2014 was reported as 38.7%. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/comprehensive-action-plan-for-covid-19
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/Swachh Bharat Mission
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Why In News: NITI Aayog’s Women Entrepreneurship Platform calls for applications for the 5th  
Edition of the Women Transforming India Awards 2021-22.  

Since 2018, the WTI Awards have been hosted under 
the aegis of the Women Entrepreneurship Platform 
with a focus on ‘Women and Entrepreneurship’. 
 
This year, the WTI Awards are being launched in 
partnership with the UN, CISCO CSR, FICCI and Grant 
Thornton Bharat. 

Women entrepreneurs can self-nominate or can be nominated by others as well.  
 
Nomination can be done under one or more than one of the 7 categories - Public and 
Community Service, Manufacturing Sector, Non-manufacturing Sector, Financial Products 
enabling Economic Growth, Climate Action, Promote Art, Culture and Handicrafts and Digital 
Innovation. 



Currently, the Women Entrepreneurship Platform has more than 21,000 registered users and 
has ongoing programmes with 37 partners (30 existing + 7 newly approved partners whose on 
boarding are under process). 
 
WTI awards were launched by NITI Aayog and the United Nations in India in 2016, to honour 
the women entrepreneurs. 
 
National Entrepreneurship Awards: The National Entrepreneurship Awards aim to honour 
outstanding young first-generation entrepreneurs and ecosystem builders for their exceptional 
contribution in entrepreneurship development. 
 
To be eligible for National Entrepreneurship Awards the nominee (entrepreneur) must be: 
Under the age of 40 years, First-generation entrepreneur, Hold 51% or more equity and 
ownership of the business & Women entrants must individually or collectively own 75% or 
more of the enterprise. 
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